C-250 from EFC

Dear friends,

 

EFC has a great sample letter to the Prime Minister regarding a current poll that is divisive and discriminatory against Evangelical Christians, along with a summary and action plan regarding Bill C-250, both found below, and at their web site:  http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/social/initiatives.asp#C_250.

 

Yours in Christ's service,
Gloria Turner
Director, HWFAC, PACE
www.hamiltonfamilyaction.org 

 

Letter to the Prime Minister:

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/social/initiatives.asp#C_250
 

Bill C-250

Hate Literature, Bill C-250 is now law 

Bill C-250 law received Royal Assent on April 29. See our Press Release (http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/media/pr_viewer.asp?Press_Release_ID=186) responding to Bill C-250 passing in the Senate.
We urge all Christians to be neither provoked nor intimidated by these new measures. Instead:

· Let us pray that police and government will prevent abuse of this law. 

· Let us continue to express the call to holiness in Canada with gentleness and respect. 

· Let us continue to teach and practice the full counsel of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, without fear.

11 senators opposed the bill, and 3 abstained. We are extremely grateful to all those Senators who listened to our concerns and stood against this measure. 

Only time will tell how the revised Hate Propaganda Law will be used or interpreted. However to help provide a better understanding the EFC will hold The Church And Sexual Orientation workshop  (http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/calendar/event_viewer.asp?Event_ID=176)      on June 10 in Mississauga, dealing with some of the ministry, and policy and legal issues surrounding same sex- attraction, including Bill C-250. This highly rated seminar is not to be missed.
Bill C-250 (An Act to Amend the Criminal Code) adds "sexual orientation" to the current list of identifiable groups (i.e. colour, race, religion and ethnic origin) in the "hate propaganda" sections of the Criminal Code of Canada. 
Jump to the bill. (http://www.parl.gc.ca/37/3/parlbus/chambus/house/bills/private/C-250/C-250_3/C-250_cover-E.html)
Look at the full text of the "hate propaganda" sections (318-320) of the Criminal Code as amended by C-250. INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/contentimages/subnav_general_new.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 (http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/pdf/Hate%20Propaganda%20Laws%20after%20C-250.pdf) 
History:
During the previous session of Parliament Bill C-250 passed at the House of Commons with only one amendment. This bill was reinstated in the new session, and has now passed second reading. On February 20, the bill was referred to the Standing Senate Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs. The EFC continues to have concerns that this legislation will threaten religious expression on the marriage issue and may result in certain Bible passages being considered to be "promotion of hatred." 

Actions:
· Pray for the EFC and others who are responding to this issue.

Resources:  links at http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/social/initiatives.asp#C_250
· The EFC's new booklet on religious freedom, Withering Rights. 
· The EFC's Hate Propaganda: Submission to the Senate Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs Bill C-250 
· The EFC's Oral Comments on Bill C-250 before the Justice Committee 
· The EFC's Talking Points on Bill C-250. 
· Hate Propaganda Laws after Bill C-250.
