Vitamins/Minerals/Food Supplements/HOMEOPATHY

FOR YOUR URGENT ATTENTION
 
I am writing as the Editor of Zeus Information Service (www.zeusinfoservice.com) to all practitioners and natural health organisations to alert people to the coming threat of losing access to key vitamins, minerals and food supplements.  I am urging you to act now if we are going to have a realistic chance of protecting those natural therapies that are already under threat from EU legislation.

 

It appears that the pharmaceutical cartel want to have an increasing share of the natural healthcare industry 

which has been growing at an astonishing rate in recent years – an industry that they already dominate (around 70% of raw materials in food supplements in Europe are presently manufactured and supplied by pharmaceutical companies).  Note the recent purchase by Merck of Lamberts & Natures Best, Solgar is owned by Wyeth.  The great tragedy of the ‘pharma game plan’ from the point of view of consumers and practitioners is that although we would still have access to food supplements, these would be basic products typical of those found in supermarkets and pharmacies today – not the ones typically associated with spectacular recoveries from illness!

 

Through Codex Alimentarius, the pharma companies are putting pressure on governments worldwide to bring in restrictive legislation which, from available evidence, will be based on a template set by the Food Supplements Directive – already passed into EU andUKlaw and just waiting until1 August 2005when companies are expected to have made their products compliant. 

 

It is estimated that some 5,000 products currently sold in health stores or via practitioners will be affected by the Directive if it is allowed to come into force unchallenged. 

 

The Alliance for Natural Health (www.alliance-natural-health.org) are now the only organisation that has a good chance of overturning the Directives.  The first case goes to court on 30th January 2004. 

 

The ANH has come together with big and small innovative practitioner suppliers as well as innovative supplement manufacturers and retailers acrossEuropeto challenge the Food Supplements Directive.  Nutri-Link (Mike Ash, Director), distributors of Allergy Research and Biotics Research products to practitioners in theUKare co-claimants with ANH in the case.  OtherUKcompanies that have worked closely with the ANH on the case include Nutri (Ken Eddie, Director) and Olivers’ Wholefood Store (Sara Novakovic, Director).  Dr Damian Downing (Biolab Medical Unit,LondonandYork) has presented a witness statement on behalf of practitioners and includes a strong scientific argument against the directive.  Major companies like Hela Pharma and Alpha Plus inSweden, wholesalers and retailers inIrelandandItalyare also involved and have, along with all the companies associated with the case, provided detailed data which demonstrates the economic impact of the Directive if it is allowed to come into force.

 

The Food Supplements Directive has a further two phases to it – all of which might need to be challenged. ‘Phase 1’ is our immediate concern and is the restriction on vitamins and minerals that is proposed to come into force on1 August 2005.  This is the key target of ANH’s legal challenge – and it is the only aspect that can currently be challenged as it is the only part of the directive that has already been passed into EU andUKlaw. 

 

But this is the thin end of the wedge. ‘Phase 2’ concerns proposed restrictions on dosages which are likely to be brought in 2005/6.  ‘Phase 3’ is hugely worrying: restrictions on other groups of nutrients such as amino acids, essential fatty acids, phytonutrients, fibre, etc. They propose to limit these also by positive lists – can you imagine how many phytonutrients, enzymes or probiotics might be left off such positive lists?

 

Coming through the pipeline are no less than five or six other directives that will impact the natural healthcare sector: most imminent is the Pharmaceuticals Directive which will affect homeopathy (see article below). (Directive 2001/83/EC) is at a critical stage – ANH is deeply involved with some very important work on this and urgently needs your support.  See:

 

http://www.alliance-natural-health.org/index.cfm?action=news&ID=56

http://www.alliance-natural-health.org/index.cfm?action=news&ID=57 (homeopathy article)

http://www.alliance-natural-health.org/index.cfm?action=news&ID=59

 

However, the Pharmaceuticals Directive is closely followed by the Traditional Herbal Medicinal Products Directive, Health Claims Regulations, Sports Nutrition Directive and Fortified Foods Directive – all of which will impact the natural healthcare sector in one way or another.

 

In Zeus’s view, these legislative assaults are effectively an attempt to wipe out access to the vast majority of alternative or natural medicine approachs.  The concept of putting these natural therapies into the hands of conventionally trained ‘doctors’ is of course laughable if you look at their lack of training in these areas!

 

The ANH was set up as a campaign organisation by

Dr. Robert Verkerkin February 2002 specifically to fire-fight the real legislative trouble spots emerging from Brussels.  It has huge increasing support in Europe and throughout the world.  ANH is there to represent the practitioner sector more than any other. The reason it has got this far is because of thousands of hours of dedicated hard work – much of it completely unpaid – and excellent scientific, legal, public affairs and campaigning skills.  In this short time, the ANH website is now probably the leading health freedom site in the world.

 

At the moment many people are in denial about the threat posed by the Directives and Codex but it is essential that right now everyone who cares about access to food supplements help ANH in the most direct way possible – and that is with donations.  It has cost the ANH around £300,000 to get this far and it is estimated to cost a further £200,000 to see the court case through the second phase in the European Court of Justice inLuxembourg.  

 

Pleasedonate to the Alliance for Natural Health via website, or if in theUK, better still, set up a monthly standing order. You can see all payment methods on http://www.alliance-natural-health.org/index.cfm?action=donate.default).

Email: info@alliance-natural-health.org

 

ANH needs to raise further funds right now for the start of their legal challenge in theUKcourts on30th January2004. Any clinics that make donations of £100 or more will be added on request to the list of clinics on the ANH’s support base.  If every paractitioner set up a monthly standing order of just £10 a month, it would raise thousands. (http://www.alliance-natural-health.org/index.cfm?action=links). People are already starting to use this list as a way of finding those ethical companies that are prepared to stand up and be counted in the fight against these Directives.

 

Please act now!! The court case on 30th January 2004 is critical to the survival of your business and your ability to practise natural therapies. The outcome will affect you and future generations. The choice is ours.

 

LouiseMclean, LCCH MARH

Editor
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Subscribe to be kept fully up to date with this and all related matters + homeopathy in the press. 

Download the monthly standing order - £8 per month.

www.zeusinfoservice.com/subscribe.htm

email confirmation for your Zeus reference number

info@zeusinfoservice.com
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www.zeusinfoservice.com
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Article from www.alliance-natural-health.org

 

European Parliament sacrifices homeopathy

The new European pharmaceuticals legislation now covers homeopathy - and most of the gains made by the homeopathy lobby have been sacrificed in the Compromise Package that was carried earlier today (see ANH Latest News Item 18 December).

Press Release
Brussels, December 17th 2003

European Parliament Sacrifices Homeopathy

The homeopathic community is very much disappointed by the results of the vote which took place today in the European Parliament.  Doctors', practitioners', patients’ and manufacturers’ organisations deplore that the European Parliament obviously lost interest in being the advocate for over 100 million of patients who use homeopathy regularly.

A modern and harmonised legal framework would have been an attainable step in order to ensure a real European market for homeopathic medicinal products. This opportunity however, was given away, sacrificed in favour of a bigger political deal, a package solution which focussed on conventional medicines only. The homeopathic file, despite the millions of patients it represents, was considered of minor importance.

The consequences of this vote will be disastrous for the following groups of people: patients will lose a huge range of medicaments they used in the past, homeopathic and anthroposophic practitioners will have no longer the same choice of products, manufacturers will question the feasibility of being able to market the large range of products that have been available to date.

Spreading the benefits of homeopathy for the treatment of chronic and other diseases into the enlarged Europe is now virtually excluded. If you need further information please contact:

Christine Wild, press ECHAMP
Tel.: +32-2-235.09.81 Fax: +32-2-235.09.82
E-Mail: press@echamp.be www.echamp.org

Date: 17-Dec-03

Interview explains WTO,
EU Directives, Codex.
Please download the following brilliant article on the EU Directives and Codex with John Hammell. Lovely graphics.
The interviewer is Greg Ciola,
http://www.thehealthcrusader.com/pgs/CrusadorNewsletterJan04.pdf
You need the latest version of Adobe's Acrobat reader (version 6) to be able to read it and to see the color graphics. If you don't have that, its a free download from http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readermain.html
An education!
 

