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RCMP raids office of firm selling banned supplement: No evidence pills help mentally ill, Health Canada says
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RAYMOND, Alta. -- RCMP officers and Health Canada investigators raided the offices of an Alberta company yesterday, alleging it has been selling a controversial nutritional supplement to the mentally ill without government approval. 

The armed police officers surprised the employees of Truehope Nutritional Support Ltd. in Raymond, in the southwest corner of the province. Authorities swept in and demanded everyone in the call centre stop working and back away from their computers. The Mounties then began downloading information from hard drives and rifling through filing cabinets. 

The owners of the company say they are outraged, but not surprised. 

"We have nothing to hide," said David Hardy, who with Tony Stephan started Truehope about seven years ago. "(But) we think they're putting at risk people who are suffering from mental illness." 

Health Canada, however, said Truehope and its related company Synergy have been selling their product Empowerplus -- a combination of 36 vitamins, minerals and anti-oxidants -- illegally and in spite of orders to stop. The government says there's no proven scientific evidence Empowerplus works. 

"Our main concern deals with the unproven health claims being made about Empowerplus, and the recommendation that patients decrease the dose of, or eliminate altogether, medications prescribed by their doctors," said Health Canada in a news release yesterday. "This can result in serious adverse health consequences." 

Mr. Hardy and Mr. Stephan went into business because they say children in both their families were diagnosed with mental illness. Hardy, a former animal-feed expert, conceived the idea to give their loved ones pills based on a nutritional supplement he had given to agitated pigs to calm them. The product reportedly worked well and they came up with a version for humans, and claim they now have thousands of satisfied customers who have dropped their conventional medications and are living normal lives. 

Health Canada says people using Empowerplus are putting their health at risk. It issued a health advisory June 6 and has been intercepting shipments sent to the U.S.

