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Our emphasis in this newsletter will be on specific, critical issues that the NHF thinks warrant your immediate attention and awareness.
   U.S. bills  S.1538 & H.R. 3377
   EU Food Supplements Directive (court challenge)
   Alan Yurko evidentiary hearing
Through NHF's representation at Codex, our Washington monitor (Lee Bechtel) staying abreast of legislation and staff research, and in many other ways, we not only fight for your health freedoms worldwide but we strive to keep you fully informed on important issues.
NHF HEALTH-FREEDOM UPDATES
Two bills are in Congress that require your attention -  S.1538 & HR.3377.  Both of these bills are dangerous to your health freedom and need action on your part.
S.1538 DSHEA Full Implementation & Enforcement Act (Petition)
 
This bill would give FDA $105 million over a multi-year period to “implement” the FDA’s anti-supplement view of DSHEA, which we all know is not our view of DSHEA.  You can be sure that this money will not promote health-freedom.  The FDA needs to be on a fiscal diet, not fed more money by naïve do-gooders who think that by bribing the FDA, the FDA will somehow become benevolent and start treating the dietary-supplement industry and consumers better than before.  Throwing money at an anti-freedom government agency has never been a good idea and it still isn't.  Appeasement did not prevent World War II and it will not prevent DSHEA from being assaulted by a richer FDA either.
 
Scott Tips (NHF legal counsel), has provided an excellent article exposing the true nature of  this harmful bill and alerting the reader to take action against it.  Unfortunately, many other trade-association and health-freedom groups have been fooled into thinking it will be something positive for DSHEA if the FDA gets even more money than it already has.  Don't be deceived.  See http://www.thenhf.com/government_affairs_10.htm.  
 
 
H.R.3377 Dietary Supplement Access and Awareness Act (Petition)
 
This "Son of Durbin" legislation is very dangerous as it will alter the original intent of the 1994 DSHEA law. All supplements would be subject to prescription drug like FDA approval, post-market surveillance and adverse event reporting requirements.  This will decimate the dietary supplement industry and consumers rights. Only vitamin/mineral supplements would be covered by DSHEA.
 
Please go to our website http://www.thenhf.com/government_affairs_federal.html to get the full story and to review & sign our petition.
Since NHF members are known on Capitol Hill for their strong outpouring of letters and petitions in defense of their health-freedom, we ask you to take the time and show your support by printing out and mailing in both petitions. Let your Senators and Congressional representatives know that you oppose S.1538 and H.R.3377. 
 
Petition links
S.1538    http://www.thenhf.com/TargetLetterfors1538.pdf
 



H.R.3377  http://www.thenhf.com/NHFWaxmanLtr.pdf
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NHF HEALTH-FREEDOM UPDATES
 
 
***Two Worthy Causes – Both Have 1st Stage Victories (Time is of the Essence)***
 
 
THE YURKO PROJECT (Alan & Francine Yurko-NHF members)
Its now down to the wire for this six year long battle to free Alan from incarceration in a Florida prison.  In December, Alan was granted an evidentiary hearing with a tentative date of April 2004.  In January, the NHF board voted to show their longtime support of Alan's plight by publicly endorsing The Yurko Project http://www.thenhf.com/vaccinations_10.htm. and donating funds for the mounting legal defense fees.  An extremely appreciative Alan & Francine, sent NHF their sincere thank you http://www.thenhf.com/vaccinations_11.htm.
Recently, a plea to Governor Jeb Bush was sent by the NHF president, Maureen Kennedy Salaman, requesting Bush to exert his influence in defense of Alan Yurko. (See http://www.thenhf.com/vaccinations_12.htm.)
The NHF asks each of you to follow our lead in supporting Alan with your donations and letters to Judge Lawson, who will be presiding in Alan's case.
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EU FOOD SUPPLEMENTS DIRECTIVE COURT CHALLENGE
 
As an international organization, the NHF has acquired delegate status with the Codex Alimentarius Commission and since 2002 has attended the yearly Codex meetings in Berlin, Germany (now held in Bonn).  Seeing firsthand the interrelationship between the severe dietary-supplement restrictions being pushed at Codex and those being inaugurated in the European Union (EU), the NHF understands explicitly the extreme importance of fighting the EU Food Supplements Directive (FSD) and keeping it from taking full effect in July 2005.
Remember, both the FSD and the Codex standards, once implemented, will be used as the international legal basis to force the United States, Canada, and the rest of the World into complying with their straight-jacket of ridiculously low-potencies and limited selection of vitamins and minerals.  It will negatively impact health-freedom globally and will affect every individual who uses or sells dietary supplements.
The first stage of the legal battle to even proceed with the case against the FSD was just won on January 30th in a UK courtroom by the UK-based Alliance of Natural Health (ANH), which NHF supports.  The judge ruled that the legislative powers of the European Commission should be examined by the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg and allowed the case to proceed. (See http://www.thenhf.com/newsflash_17.htm).  Due to the critical nature of the EU issue, the NHF board approved donations to be sent to the ANH to assist in their court challenge.
 
The NHF asks you to go to our website http://www.thenhf.com/newsflash.html and familiarize yourself on this crucial issue, stay involved, donate and inform others.
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NEW BOARD OF GOVERNORS & ADVISORY BOARD 2004
 
 
Please view the newly elected Board of Governors members and the new Advisory Board members below:
 
The Board of Governors
Maureen Kennedy Salaman, President
Dr. Frank Varese M.D., Vice-President
Dr.Richard Casdorph M.D., Chairman
Dr. Richard Kunin, Vice-Chairman
Sylvia Provenza, Secretary
Scott Tips, Treasurer
Dr. Hans Kugler PhD
Dr. Rodrigo Rodriquez M.D.
Dr. Michael Culbert DS.c
Sonia Bartholomew N.D.
Dr. Murray Susser M.D. DIPL
Dr. James R. Privitera M.D.
 
 
The Advisory Board
Dr. Ward Dean M.D.
George Mateljan
Paul Harvey
Tamara Theresa Mosegaard (Denmark)
Josef Hasslberger (Italy)
Paul Anthony Taylor (United Kingdom)
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NEW ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
 
To strengthen our base and share with us their long-term personal committment to health freedom, we welcome Josef Hasslberger and Paul Anthony Taylor to our Advisory Board.
Josef Hasslberger, originally from Bavaria, Germany, resides in Rome, Italy.  
His  website, Health Supreme http://www.newmediaexplorer.org/sepp/, is the public face of La Leva, an NHF Associate organization striving to promote health freedom through international cooperation. Josef is fluent in four languages and his company, La Strega, sells health foods and supplements. 
Paul Anthony Tayor, lives in the United Kingdom and has a music background.
In recent years however he has been spending an increasingly large amount of time campaigning for health freedom. He became interested in natural health after falling ill with myalgic enchephalomyelitis in 1991, and subsequently made a full recovery via the use of high-dose nutritional supplements. As a result of this he has been campaigning for over 10 years against the global moves to restrict consumer access to these safe and effective health-promoting substances.
Being one of the NHF delegates at Codex, Paul took voluminous notes of the meeting and compiled an exact recounting of the proceedings that took place.  This Codex meeting account, entitled "Codex 2003 - The EU Tightens Its Grip," may be viewed by using this link http://www.thenhf.com/codex_08.htm.
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NEWSLETTER BOOK REVIEW
 
"Prescription Games: Life, Death and Money Inside the Global Pharmaceutical  Industry"                                        Author: Jeffrey Robinson
Simon & Schuster
2001
There is not a word about supplements or alternative medicine in the book. It is written like a Grisham thriller about the dirty tricks and powerplay by Big Pharma.  But in this book the exiting stories are true, and based on extensive fact finding and research.
What makes this book extra credible is that the author is not involved at all in alternative health.  Rather, Jeffrey Robinson is an expert on fraud and money laundering.  About Robinson on: http://www.sfb.co.uk/cgi-bin/profile.cgi?s=64
The alternative health movement has a communication and credibility problem. We must make our issues and views accepted positions for the main-stream political debate in society. We must learn to dress up our arguments so they can be digested by mainstream journalists, educated citizens, opinion leaders and politicians.
The problem is just that our critique is so wide-ranging and deep that most people who don't know the facts that support them would just shrug it off - it disturbs their world-view to much.
Try convincing your neighbor that:
*Big Pharma makes more money if people continue to be sick - and want it to be that way.
*Big Pharma does everything in their power to stop safe treatments if they threaten their own profits.
*Big Pharma spends more money on marketing than on research 
 
*Most of the "new drugs" from the Big Pharma labs are just redesigned versions of existing drugs.  The really important medical discoveries date from 1940 - 1970. Traditional pharma research has been stagnant since the 70s.
*The deep money pockets of Big Pharma have corrupted the regulators and the medical profession. 
*Your doctor asks you to participate in a clinical trial for a drug company. He doesn't tell you he can get paid $3000 dollars by the drug company to enroll another "guinea pig".
*Many scientists in academic institutions have hidden financial ties to Big Pharma. Their verdict in scientific matters as government experts are totally biased by this.
*Big Pharma has a back-door to government and asks for - and gets - special favors as legal immunity, extra years in patent protection, results from publicly funded research as give-aways, the right to influence eduction programs in medical schools, etc.
*There are 100s of safe treatments that are not used because big pharma and the medical establishment are ignoring them.
*Big Pharma spends 100s of millions of dollars for media manipulation to plant biased "news" that smears natural medicine.
*Big Pharma wants governments to ban vitamins in order to leave people with prescription drugs as the only alternative. 
This message is so strong, so the senders are easily dismissed.  Therefore, it is very important to start convincing journalists and politicians by talking a language they understand.  Journalists usually can't judge if alternative medicine is correct on scientific matters, if a few "fringe" scientists say A and the establishment says  B.  But journalists understand very well things as corruption, hidden financial ties, and when government policy is hi-jacked by powerful special interests.
The same goes for politicians.  Left-wing politicians understand the threat from big companies.  Right-wing politicians understand how special interest groups manipulate politicians to get favors for themselves.
This book by Robinson is excellent for this purpose.  A recommendation of giving it to interested journalists, opinion leaders and politicians is advised.
This hardcover book may be ordered via the links below:
ISBN 0684858371    (Only at Amazon in UK)
Prescription Games: Life, Death & Money Inside the Global Pharmaceutical Industry
By Jeffrey Robinson 
Hardcover  /  Simon & Schuster  /  05 March, 2001  /  0684858371
Books Similar to  Prescription Games: Life, Death & M...
Compare Prices   Book Reviews
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NHF President
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NATIONAL HEALTH FEDERATION
P.O. Box 688
Monrovia, California 91017
Main phone:  1-(626) 357-2181
Fax:  1-(626) 303-0642
e-mail:  contact-us@thenhf.com
website:  www.thenhf.com
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Click here to subscribe to this newsletter.
 
Click here to unsubscribe.
 
Please forward this letter to a friend, using your built in e-mail application option to do so.
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The NHF respects the privacy of its members/readers and therefore does not trade, share, sell or give away its e-mail list to anyone.
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Click here to receive this letter in plain text format.
 
Click here to receive this letter in html format.
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NHF newsletter may only be reproduced/copied in its entirety, with appropriate credit given to the National Health Federation, and may not be posted on commercial sites without written permission.
 
Disclaimer: The National Health Federation does not endorse or recommend any commercial products, processes, services, or medical treatments.  The views and opinions expressed in articles do not necessarily state or reflect those of the NHF, and may not be used for advertising or product endorsement purposes.
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