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Australia Raises Regulatory Bar on Herbal Products
Australia's Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) is expected to demand a "much more rigorous assessment" of all herbal and homeopathic ingredients used in complementary or alternative medicines, according to the American Herbal Products Association.

The announcement came as part of the government's response to recommendations from an expert committee on complementary medicines in the health system. That committee was formed in the aftermath of an April 2003 recall of more than 1,600 medicines (including products regulated as dietary supplements in the U.S.) manufactured by Pan Pharmaceuticals. 

The government accepted nearly all of the committee's 49 recommendations, expanding upon each in its response document. They include reviewing homeopathic and herbal medicines, raw herbs and other ingredients, and implementing new guidelines to verify claims. Further, quality standards for all ingredients used in complementary medicines will be enforced, and any ingredients suspected of causing fetal abnormalities will be banned from use other than in complementary products subject to the same scrutiny as that given to prescription drugs.

The government is to establish a database to identify researchers and centers of excellence on complementary medicines, and take more action to ensure consumers get reliable product information. 

To view the TGA's full response document, go to http://www.tga.gov.au/cm/cmresponse.pdf.

UK Agency Requests Comments on Novel Food Applications
The UK Food Standards Agency's advisers on novel foods are requesting comments on two food ingredients that they received applications to market. 

Before any new food product can be introduced on the European market it must be rigorously assessed for safety. In the UK, this assessment is carried out by an independent committee of scientists, the Advisory Committee on Novel Foods and Processes (ACNFP). 

An application from Bioresco, acting on behalf of Arla Food Ingredients, wants a sugar, D-Tagatose, to be approved as a novel food ingredient. D-Tagatose has a similar structure to fructose and is naturally present in heat-treated dairy products.

Also, under the simplified procedure for approving novel foods, the company Mi GmbH has asked for an opinion on the equivalence of an unfermented noni juice (from the fruit of Morinda citrifolia L). Mi GmbH wish to market a unfermented, pasteurized noni juice called 'green noni' as a novel food ingredient, to be used in pasteurized fruit drinks. Mi GmbH is requesting an opinion from the UK that its product is substantially equivalent to the approved noni juice produced by Natures Products, which is currently on the European Union market. 

Any comments on these applications should be sent to the ACNFP Secretariat at acnfp@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk by March 30 and will be passed to the committee before it finalizes its opinions on these products.

Sabinsa Granted European Patent for ForsLean
Sabinsa has been granted a patent by the European Patent Office for the use of forskolin, the active compound in the company's ForsLean brand Coleus forskohlii extract, as a dietary supplement for the purpose of promoting lean body mass, shifting the proportion of mass in favor of lean body mass, reducing fat tissue and encouraging weight loss. 

The European patent encompasses all European countries and Sabinsa intends to make the use of these claims, along with the use of the patent number, available to dietary supplement manufacturers and marketers in Europe through a nonexclusive licensing agreement.

UK Food Standards Agency Approves Continued Sale of Chromax
The UK's Food Standards Agency (FSA) has granted "derogation, " or approval for continued sale, for Nutrition 21's Chromax chromium picolinate in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

The FSA approval provides a four-year window in which the company can continue to sell Chromax while the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) reviews the dossier. If approved by the EFSA, it will result in Chromax's formal adoption as an approved source of trivalent chromium into European Union legislation. 

Nutrition 21 also intends to request approval in other countries, including Austria, Germany and Ireland during the EFSA review process, the company said. 

