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A L E R T  !  
 
 Committee Hearings on Anti-marriage Bill C-38
 

Despite the fact that the same-sex marriage Bill C-38 has not yet reached second reading in the House of Commons and the debate is still raging, the Liberal government has already established a Special Committee to review the bill.  This review, however, will only commence if and when the bill has passed second reading.

 

Although the date when this may occur is unknown, the Committee plans to meet in early April to review the list of requests to appear as witnesses, and will, at that time, make its selection of the witnesses.  

 

The Committee itself is far from promising from a pro-marriage perspective, as it appears to have been carefully stacked against us.  Committee members include two homosexual MPs, Réal Ménard (BQ) (Hochelaga, Quebec) and Bill Siksay (NDP) (Burnaby-Douglas, BC).  The latter replaced former NDP MP, Svend Robinson in his riding when the latter resigned.  The Liberals have appointed six MPs who are hard-line supporters of the Bill.  They are:

 

Mr. Marcel Proulx (Hull-Aylmer, Quebec), Chairman

Ms. Françoise Boivin (Gatineau, Quebec)

Mr. Don Boudria (Glengarry-Prescott-Russell, Ontario)

Mr. Paul Harold Macklin (Northumberland-Quinte West, Ontario)

Ms. Anita Neville (Winnipeg South Centre, Manitoba)

Mr. Michael John Savage (Dartmouth-Cole Harbour, NS)

 

The Conservative members of the committee are:

 

Rona Ambrose (Edmonton-Spruce Grove, Alberta)

Gord Brown (Leeds-Grenville, Ontario)

Mr. Rob Moore (Fundy, New Brunswick)

Mr. Vic Toews  (Provencher, Manitoba)

 

The final member of the committee is Bloc Québécois MP Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, Quebec) who, in the previous Parliament, sat on the then Justice Committee when it studied the same-sex marriage issue.  He, too, is a hard line supporter of same-sex marriage. 

 

The Committee’s final decision on same-sex marriage set out in Bill C-38, is, therefore, a foregone conclusion.

 

Our job, however, is to inundate the Committee with requests to appear as a witness before the beginning of April.  The more requests that are made, the more difficulty the committee will have in turning down requests to appear in an attempt to shorten the number of committee hearings.  The longer the review process, the more opportunity we will have to lobby against the Bill.  We must also request that the Committee be permitted to travel across the country to hear witnesses.  This, too, will delay the Committee hearings further, but also, importantly, it will allow a broader spectrum of Canadians to have their views heard by the Committee.

 

Please write to the Clerk of the Committee to request to appear as a witness.

 

Mr. Jean-François Pagé 
Clerk, Legislative Committee on Bill C-38 
House of Commons 
Room 603 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A6 

 

Tel:  (613) 944-4364 

Fax: (613) 943-0307
Email: cc38@parl.gc.ca 

 

Please write to:

 

The Right Hon. Paul Martin, PC, MP

Prime Minister of Canada

Langevin Building

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A2

Tel: (613) 992-4211

Fax: (613) 941-6900

E-mail: Martin.P@parl.gc.ca
 

The Hon. Irwin Cotler, PC, MP

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Justice Canada

East Memorial Building,

4th Floor, 284 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0H8

Tel: (613) 992-4621

Fax: (613) 990-7255

E-mail: Cotler.I@parl.gc.ca
 

Mr. Stephen Harper 

Leader of the Opposition 

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A6

Tel: (613 ) 996-6740

Fax: (613) 947-0310

Email: Harper.S@parl.gc.ca
 

Conservative Member 

c/o Legislative Committee on Bill C-38

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A6

 

and Conservative Committee Members (see above) to request that the Committee be permitted to travel across the country to hear witnesses.
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