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Illegal and unapproved GE contamination of seeds and crops has been
recorded in maize in Mexico, rice in China, soya in Brazil, papaya in Thailand,
oilseed rape in Europe, cotton in India, canola in Canada, and now, in the
latest example, GE canola in Japan. In Chile, where the World Seed Congress
starts today, Greenpeace is calling attention to the latest case of illegal maize
seed contamination, the first to be found in this country highly dependent on
its export seed industry.
Genetically engineered (GE) crops contaminate fields and food around the
world Greenpeace International, May 29, 2005
http://www.ems.org/nws/2005/05/29/genetically_engi
Montreal, 30 May 2005 - Greenpeace, farmers' organizations and community
representatives today called on delegates to the Biosafety Protocol meeting
to urgently introduce strict liability regulations to make companies
accountable for the contamination and damage caused by their GE products.
In a written invitation to Canadian Environment Minister Stéphane Dion, the
groups called on the minister to join them for the opening of the biosafety
protocol meeting, for a Return to Sender activity in order to hand over to him
Canadian GE canola found to be growing wild in Japan.
As predicted by environmental, farming and social movements, GE seeds
have, since their introduction in 1996, contaminated food crops and the
environment right across the globe. Over 50 incidents of illegal or
unapproved GE contamination have been documented in 25 countries on 5
continents, and those are only the recorded incidents.
Illegal and unapproved GE contamination of seeds and crops has been
recorded in maize in Mexico, rice in China, soya in Brazil, papaya in Thailand,
oilseed rape in Europe, cotton in India, canola in Canada, and now, in the
latest example, GE canola in Japan. In Chile, where the World Seed Congress
starts today, Greenpeace is calling attention to the latest case of illegal maize
seed contamination, the first to be found in this country highly dependent on
its export seed industry.
"GMOs have been found growing in the fields of farmers who never asked
for, nor ever wanted, GE anywhere near their fields. Yet instead of
compensation the farmers have found themselves forced by sharp lawyers
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and intimidation to pay the GE seed companies -- for damage to the
company's patent!" Greenpeace GE Campaigner Doreen Stabinsky said.
Potentially allergenic GE maize (Starlink) has contaminated food products on
two continents and dangerous GE pharmaceutical crops have been
discovered in silos of harvested crops in the USA. In the meantime, field
trials or commercial growing of anything from pig vaccines to industrial
plastics continues apace in the USA.
"If states don't act now to make producers and exporters accountable,
further and more dangerous GMO contamination is around the corner," said
Stabinsky.
Greenpeace demands negotiators immediately establish an interim liability
regime and compensation fund for harm done to farmers, consumers or the
environment.
"The evidence shows that GMOs may cause irreversible harm to ecosystems
and biodiversity even far away from their country of origin. As long as no
binding international liability regulations have been agreed, importing
countries risk that they may have to pay for the damage themselves," said
Stabinsky. "Under these conditions, countries should simply refuse to accept
imports of GMOs."
For more information contact:
Doreen Stabinsky PhD, Greenpeace GE Campaigner +1 202 285 7398
Andrew Male, Greenpeace Canada Communications Coordinator , + 1 416
880 2757
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Russians reject GM foods
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/news/news-ng.asp?n=60290-russians-
reject-gm
30/05/2005 - Two thirds of Russians are against genetically modified foods
and the majority of experts support a ban on GM crops as the government
prepares new production laws, reports Chris Mercer.
Only one in every three Russians had heard of GM products yet 95 per cent
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of those who were aware of GM said they were strongly against it or
seriously concerned, according to new research by VCIOM, Russia's largest
public opinion research body.
The most serious concern was about baby food, with around 90 per cent of
those who had heard of GM foods supporting a moratorium on such products
in Russia.
A further survey of 'experts', including state employees, doctors, farmers and
supermarket managers found 76 per cent support for a ban on GM crop
production in Russia, until the impact on human health and the environment
is clearer.
The poll included 1,567 people from 100 cities and towns across 40 regions.
It was sponsored by environmental action group Greenpeace.
The new research confirms that the anti-GM feeling that has taken hold of
many other European countries, has also spread to Russia.
And the study comes at a particularly pertinent time for food producers in
view of Russia's new labelling laws, introduced in January this year, which
state that any product prepared with GM materials must mention this on the
label.
Wide public scepticism of GM products in Russia gives an advantage to
natural ingredients suppliers like Chr Hansen and reinforces the trend
towards high quality, natural products among Russia's more affluent city
dwellers.
The Russian government is also considering new regulations on the
production of GM foods.
"In 2005 a legislative base is going to be developed. It will regulate
production and use of GM food products, baby food production and GM crop
production in Russia," said Natalya Olefirenko, Greenpeace Russia GE
campaign coordinator.
At present, GM soy, maize, potato, white beet and rice are allowed in Russia.
But, the public debate over their safety is escalating and last week,
Greenpeace protested outside the Institute of Nutrition of the Russian
Academy of Sciences.
It accused the institute of withholding information on the safety of GM food
from the public, despite a district court ruling that such information must be
released.
Last year, Moscow's biggest producer of baked goods, Kolomenskoe, pledged



to tighten GM testing to ensure all products were free of GM ingredients. The
firm said its consumer research showed 80 per cent of people did not want to
buy food containing GM ingredients.


