GM TERMINATOR CROPS

From: Robert Vint 

Send protest letters to The Head of the Canadian Delegation in Bangkok.. 
Robert McLean, Environment Canada 
email Robert.Mclean@ec.gc.ca tel +1 (819) 997-1303
and to any contacts you can find in the Australian and New Zealand Governments 
- who are supporting Canada.

The Campaign to Label GE Food has launched an ACTION ALERT in response to the  leaked memo showing that at a United Nations meeting this week in Bangkok, the Canadian government will attempt to overturn an international moratorium on Terminator seed technology.: 
http://www.thecampaign.org/alert_terminator.php
 

SCROLL TO END OF EMAIL TO SEE HOW YOU CAN TAKE ACTION
www.guardian.co.uk/gmdebate/Story/0,2763,1408821,00.html

Canada backs terminator seeds

John Vidal
Wednesday February 9, 2005
The Guardian (UK)

An international moratorium on the use of one of the world's most
controversial GM food technologies may be broken today if the Canadian
government gets seed sterilisation backed at a UN meeting.

Leaked documents seen by the Guardian show that Canada wants all governments to accept the testing and commercialisation of "terminator" crop varieties. These are genetically engineered to produce only infertile seeds which farmers cannot replant.

Jointly patented by the GM company Monsanto and the US government, the
technology was condemned in the late 1990s by many African and Asian
governments who called for a permanent ban.

Monsanto and other GM companies which were developing similar technologies voluntarily pulled out of research after concerns were also raised about the "terminator" genes spreading to non-GM crops, and international outrage that poor farmers would not be able to use seeds from their crops, as they have always done.

But leaked instructions to Canadian government negotiators at the Bangkok
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice, a group which advises the UN's Convention on Biological Diversity,
show that Canada will request today that all countries open their doors to
the technology.

The papers, leaked to the environment group ETC, also show that the Canadian government will attack an official UN report critical of the potential impact of "terminator" seeds on small farmers and indigenous peoples. The report recommends that governments prohibit the technology.

The Canadian government team in Bangkok was last night unavailable for
comment.
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www.bangkokpost.com/News/09Feb2005_news19.php

Experts focus on 'terminator gene'

RANJANA WANGVIPULA

The use of controversial ''terminator technology'' in genetically modified
crops will be discussed today at the United Nations interim meeting on the
Convention on Biological Diversity in Bangkok.

The meeting, which continues until Feb 18, is expected to pave the way for an international agreement of the use of the technology.

Terminator technology involves including a gene in genetically modified (GM)
seeds so that when crops are harvested all new seeds from these crops are
sterile.

This forces farmers to buy new seeds every year from the GMO producer if they want to grow a fresh crop, instead of using seed grain from their own plants, as had been practised traditionally for thousands of years.

Terminator technology is the name given by activist groups, who warn its use
might might block farmers from continually breeding and improving local
seeds.

Scientists, who prefer the term Genetic Use Restriction Technologies (GURTs), argued the technology helps plants to express resistant genes when necessary and was a promising solution to preventing cross-pollination between GM crops and the non-GM crops.

Environmental groups says the GM plants, which receive, for example, a
bacteria gene to increase resistance to insects, might threaten local plants,
which may be exposed to unwanted pollens from nearby farms.

GURTs would be a help because they could control GM gene expression in cropsto prevent their spread into the environment. But the technologies have still sparked a wide debate, with no agreement.

''Experts are looking into how to regulate the technologies,'' said Kasetsart
University's forestry expert Utis Kutintara, a member of the Thai delegation to the meeting.

Discussions would focus on the possible impact of GURTs on small farmers. The meeting's suggestions will be considered by the 188 members of the Convention in Brazil early next year. The aim is the adoption of a new, legally binding a protocol.

The Food and Agriculture Organisation has warned of possible negative impacts on biodiversity and the ability of crop plants to adapt to change.

''This is an issue of technology. It is only an alternative for farmers. If
they think they are being exploited, they can avoid using it,'' said Sutat
Sriwatanapongse, chairman of the Biotechnology Alliance Association.


The ACTION ALERT that allows you to send an instant e-mail to the following
 Canadian officials: 1) Prime Minister Paul Martin
2) Hon. Andy Mitchell, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
3) F.B. Fadden, President, Canadian Food Inspection Agency

Visit the following web address to TAKE ACTION NOW:
http://www.thecampaign.org/alert_terminator.php

The Head of the Canadian Delegation in Bangkok is Robert McLean, Environment
 Canada email Robert.Mclean@ec.gc.ca tel +1 (819) 997-1303

----------------------------------
Canada's Prime Minister Right Hon. Paul Martin Martin.P@parl.gc.ca Fax: (613)
941-6900, Tel: (613) 992-4211

Hon. Andy Mitchell, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Mitchell.A@parl.gc.ca Fax: (613) 991-2147 Tel: (613) 996-3434

F.B. Fadden, President, Canadian Food Inspection Agency
faddenr@inspection.gc.ca Fax: 228 6608 Tel: (613) 225-2342 extension 3737

The Head of the Canadian Delegation in Bangkok.. 
Robert McLean, Environment Canada 
email Robert.Mclean@ec.gc.ca tel +1 (819) 997-1303
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