 
National Pure Water Association
REMEMBER – THERE IS A DEADLINE FOR YOUR COMMENTS ON THE WATER ACT! 

Almost two million people have already registered as objectors with the NPWA. 
 

Now it’s time to tell the DoH what you think about the new power of Strategic Health Authorities to order water companies to add unlicensed medicinal products to your drinking water supply without your personal consent, and do it before 29 October 2004
 
Send your Comments to:
 

Sarah Lowney, 
Office of the Chief Dental Officer, 
Department Of Health, Room 330A, 
Wellington House,
133 - 55 Waterloo Road,
 London SE1 8UG
Fax no 020 7972 3999 or E mail Sarah.Lowney@doh.gsi.gov.uk
 

 17 December, 2003

 PRESS RELEASE from National Pure Water Association
 

 Customers show "yellow card" to Water Company bosses.

 

 In November, Parliament gave power to strategic health authorities

 (SHAs) to order water companies to add fluoridation chemicals to the

 public drinking water supplies after public consultations. The water

 companies want civil and criminal indemnity if they are forced to

 fluoridate.

 

 Last week, the National Pure Water Association's 43-year fight against

 artificial water fluoridation took a new turn.

 

 "We have been inundated with calls from very angry people all over the

 UK who consider fluoridation to be mass medication without their

 consent, with untested, unlicensed chemicals," said Jane Jones,

 Campaign Director of the NPWA.

 

 "The companies are trying to raise billions of pounds for new

 infrastructure and say that customers' bills will rise by about 30%

 over the next few years. If water fluoridation goes ahead, people will

 not hesitate to deduct money from their water bills."

 

 "Many people are threatening to stop paying their water bills all

 together if fluoridation goes ahead. We cannot support that, but we do

 feel that customers would have a genuine grievance and would therefore

 be entitled to take action to protect their health and their rights.

 The water companies know that fluoridation contravenes several Human

 Rights Conventions and Acts. That's why they asked for civil and

 criminal indemnity if they are forced to fluoridate."

 

 In 1995, Yorkshire Water issued a press statement saying that they

 would not fluoridate because their customers did not want it and

 because Government indemnities to them were "insufficient."

 

 On Saturday, volunteers from the NPWA, the Green Party and Friends of

 the Earth were joined by other groups from across Yorkshire and

 Lancashire to launch a postcard campaign on Yorkshire Water and United

 Utilities. The campaign goes national this week.

 

 Peter Crampton of West Yorkshire Campaign Against Fluoridation, said:

 "People are not prepared to allow unelected health authorities to

 override their human rights. Several MPs complained that SHAs had urged

 them to vote for fluoridation. Clearly the public can have no trust in

 these quangos to undertake impartial consultations. In any case, 'the

 public' has no authority to remove the right of any individual to

 refuse medication. That's why this action is aimed directly at the

 water companies."

 

 "Elected Councils have a duty to protect the public," said Cllr Liz

 Vaughan of North West Councils Against Fluoridation. "To medicate

 people without their individual consent is a serious violation of human

 rights legislation. We want an assurance from water companies that they

 will not fluoridate. If they do, people will protect the rights and

 health of their families by deducting the costs of home water treatment

 equipment (between £400 and £600) from their water bills.

 Alternatively, they will charge the water companies for bottled water."

 

 "The new Water Act is illegal because violates every individual's right

 to refuse medication or treatment for non-contagious diseases," said Dr

 Spencer Fitzgibbon of The Green Party.

 

 Jenny Jones, Green Deputy Mayor of London agrees. "This is a yellow

 card for the water companies. Their customers are not at all happy and

 I entirely agree with them. Water fluoridation is mass medication."

 

 "The National Register of Objectors to Water Fluoridation has topped

 half a million and more people sign up every day," said Jane Jones.

 

 

 Contact: Jane Jones, National Pure Water Association. 01226 360909.

 Cllr. Liz Vaughan, N.W. Councils Against Fluoridation. 01229 885420.

 Green Party Media, 0207 561 0282.

 Peter Crampton, Campaign Against Fluoridation. 07810 657398.

 

 

National Pure Water Association
http://www.npwa.freeserve.co.uk/fluoride.html 
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Fluoridation, Medical Ethics and Human Rights:
a review of the use of silicofluorides to treat 
tooth decay in the UK and EU.
 
Douglas Cross, EurProBiol, Environmental Analyst
January 20th 2003.
 
Definition.
 
Two substances, hexafluorosilicic acid (H2SiF6) and sodium hexafluorosilicate (Na2SiF6) are used industrially in water fluoridation. They are known popularly both as fluorosilicates and as silicofluorides. In this analysis I have used the term silicofluorides throughout when referring to them. Sodium fluoride, (NaF) is no longer used in water fluoridation, but is registered as a medicinal substance with strictly limited applications in the UK and the European Union (EU).
 
Application.
 
The following analysis deals with the use of silicofluorides in water fluoridation in England. It also briefly reviews the situation with regard to the practice of adding sodium fluoride to milk targeted on children.  It has relevance to other administrative regions within the UK, such as the Scottish Parliament and the Welsh Assembly. It is also of concern to water undertakers and any other persons or organisation involved in water fluoridation, or the addition of these chemicals to other ingestible products. 
 
Elsewhere in the EU, national legislation notwithstanding, the use of these substances and the practice of water fluoridation itself are violations of Union-wide Directives on the use of pharmaceutical products, and of reputable codes of medical ethics. Consequently, their use for fluoridating public water supplies constitutes violation of numerous Articles of the European Human Rights legislation.
_____________________________________________________________________
 
The basic issues raised by the practice of water fluoridation.
 
The status of water fluoridation can be clarified by examining three basic statements of fact.
 
1.      In England, fluoridation is not a permitted water treatment process under the Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations 2000. Its legal status in both England and in the whole of the EU is that of a medical intervention, and fluoridation cannot be reclassified as a water treatment process.
 
2.      Silicofluorides are not authorised substances under the Codified Pharmaceuticals Directive, governing the regulation of medicinal substances that may be used for Human medication in the EU. Their use with intent to medicate the general public is therefore unlawful.
 
3.      The administration of any medicinal product to the public is governed by strict codes of medical ethics, reinforced by recent Community-wide Human Rights legislation. The imposition of fluoridation by any State upon its citizens is a serious violation both of universally acceptable medical ethics and of established legislation protecting Human Rights, and is remediable under European legislation.
_____________________________________________________________________
 
 
1  - The status of fluoridation in water treatment. 
 
1.1   Authorised products and processes in the treatment of water for human consumption.
 
a)   The Water Supply Regulations.
 
In England, Council Directive 98/83/EEC on the quality of water intended for human consumption[1] was incorporated into the English legislation as the Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations 2000 (S.I.  3184  2000)[2], (The equivalent Scottish legislation of 2000 also implements this Directive[3]). This updated, and to some extent replaced, earlier provisions included in the Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations 1989[4], as amended by the Water Supply (Water Quality)(Amendment) Regulations 1991[5]. 
 
However, the relevant section of the earlier Act - sections 25 and 26 - are effectively unchanged in the 2000 Regulations, and are entirely compliant with the wording in section 31 of 98/83/EEC.
 
In support of the 1989/91 legislation, the Government has published a 'List of products and processes approved under section 25 and 26 for use in connection with the supply of water for drinking, washing, cooking and food production purposes'. The most recent publication of this List is dated December 2001. [6]
 
The commonly used fluoridation chemicals are hexafluorosilicic acid H2SiF6 and, far less commonly, sodium hexafluorosilicate Na2SiF6 - these are referred to below by their familiar name 'silicofluorides'. Sodium fluoride is no longer used in water fluoridation.  None of these substances, nor the process of fluoridation itself, are included as recognised products or processes in the December 2001 List.
 
Both the EU and the English (and Scottish) legislatures have already accepted that fluoridation is not a water treatment process. Since the process has been excluded from this category for at least a decade, any attempt now to include fluoridation as a water treatment process under an amendment to the existing Water Supply Regulations can therefore be challenged. Fluoridation has no technical role in water treatment, and its sole role is one of public medication.
 
 
[1] http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/water/water-drink/index_en.html 
2 http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20003184.htm
3 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/environment/wsr2-26.asp - (additional references at this site)

4 http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1989/Uksi_19891147_en_2.htm
5 http://www.dwi.gov.uk/regs/si1837/1837.htm  
6 (http://www.dwi.detr.gov.uk/ccp/pdf/sos2001.pdf)
 
 
 
b)   The Water (Fluoridation) Act 1985 .
 
Sections 87-91 of the Water Industry Act 1991[7] incorporate the principal provisions of the Water (Fluoridation) Act 1985[8] into current legislation. However, the Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations (and its amended version) 1989/1 post-date the Water (Fluoridation) Act 1985, but do not include fluoridation as a permissible water treatment process. Fluoridation therefore cannot be defined as a water treatment process. Since the relevant authority in the existing English legislation for adding 'fluoride' to the public water supply derives from 'a written request from a District Health Authority', the action of fluoridation is clearly not aimed at water treatment, but is a purely medical intervention. 
 
1.2        Conclusion.   
 
Water fluoridation is not a water treatment process, and silicofluorides are not water treatment chemicals. The sole objective of their addition to the public water supply is to medicate the general public
[1] � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/water/water-drink/index_en.html" �http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/water/water-drink/index_en.html� 


[2] � HYPERLINK "http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20003184.htm" �http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20003184.htm�


[3] � HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/environment/wsr2-26.asp" �http://www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations/environment/wsr2-26.asp� - (additional references at this site)


[4] � HYPERLINK "http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1989/Uksi_19891147_en_2.htm" �http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1989/Uksi_19891147_en_2.htm�


[5] � HYPERLINK "http://www.dwi.gov.uk/regs/si1837/1837.htm" �http://www.dwi.gov.uk/regs/si1837/1837.htm�  


[6] (� HYPERLINK "http://www.dwi.detr.gov.uk/ccp/pdf/sos2001.pdf" �http://www.dwi.detr.gov.uk/ccp/pdf/sos2001.pdf� )


 


[7] � HYPERLINK "http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1991/Ukpga_19910056_en_1.htm" �http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1991/Ukpga_19910056_en_1.htm�


[8] No direct source found - now incorporated into the Water Industry Act - see footnote no. 7
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