For those of you that don't get Dr Mercola's letter.. 
Dr. Mercola's Comment:

It appears the decision-making policies of Canadian drug officials may be just as easily swayed as they are at the FDA: http://www.mercola.com/2005/mar/2/vioxx_fda.htm

As currently configured, the FDA is UNABLE to adequately protect YOU. They are more interested in protecting the interests of the drug industry. The FDA views the drug industry as its client, and the client is someone whose interests they represent.

Like it or not, that is the way the FDA is currently structured, and if you believe otherwise you are likely living in delusion land.

Within the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, about 80 percent of the resources are geared towed the approval of drugs and 20 percent is for everything else. Drug safety is a measly 5 percent. This speaks loads about their priorities. It is NOT about protecting you--it is about approving drugs as quickly as possible so the drug companies can reap their profits.

Congress has not only created this structure, but they have horribly worsened it with the Prescription Drug User Fee Act (PDUFA). With this Act, drug companies actually pay money to the FDA so they will review and approve their drug. This creates an absolutely massive conflict of interest and fox-guarding-the-henhouse phenomena.

PDUFA was enacted 13 years ago and passed by Congress as a way of providing the FDA with more funds. This way, it could hire more physicians and other scientists to review drug applications so drugs could be approved more quickly.

You see, every day a drug is held up from being marketed to you they lose about $1 million to $2 million. Yes, you read it correctly, $1-2 MILLION for every DAY the drug is held up from being approved.

So the obvious incentive is to approve drugs as quickly as possible and not stand in the way of profit-making. 

If you think for a moment that these superficial warnings on the drug labels are going to have any influence on the way they are prescribed, think again. This is merely a ploy by the FDA to appease the public and appear that they are doing their job. These warnings, however, have been proven time and time again to make absolutely no difference in prescribing rates.

It is my life's mission to serve as a catalyst to change this flawed system. But because I don't have $3 billion to invest in marketing like the drug companies, I can't do it without you! You can have a major impact on improving the speed at which the migration away from the current dysfunctional health care system, to one truly based on prevention and real cure, occurs by sharing the information in this newsletter with as many of your friends and relatives as possible. 

Fortunately, you also don't have to rely on the FDA to protect you when it comes to effective, inexpensive solutions for arthritic pain, as there are safe options at your disposal to treat your pain. Here are a few for you to consider:
· Get a healthy dose of sunshine every day. 
· Choose an exercise program that is tolerable for the amount of pain you are in. 
· Address the emotional underpinnings of your pain by learning a tool like the Emotional Freedom Technique (EFT). 
· Take advantage of the seven natural anti-inflammatory treatments that help, rather than harm, your heart. 

Related Articles:
Vioxx Reapproved by FDA Panel Members With Ties to Drug Companies
Vioxx and Celebrex Overprescribed to Millions of Americans
The FDA "Foxes" Keep Guarding the Drug Safety "Henhouse"
