Canada’s Adverse Drug Reaction Database

Canada’s Adverse Drug Reaction Database uses data collected from 1965 to Sept. 30, 2003, and contains information from all adverse drug reaction (ADR) reports currently held in Health Canada's CADRIS database.
CADRIS stands for Canadian Adverse Drug Reaction Information System and is used to monitor adverse drug reactions in drugs approved for the Canadian market.

The reporting system was set up in early 1965, after the world discovered that thalidomide caused disabilities on children in-utero. It was designed as an early-warning system to flag problems with drugs. (More history on the system)

CBC acquired the database using the federal Access to Information Act. Its release represents the first time the Canadian public has been given simultaneous access to all the adverse drug reaction (ADR) reports in CADRIS.

This online version of the Health Canada data is a CBC initiative. 

Looking at your search results: There are some very important things to keep in mind when looking at the results of your search. Some are mentioned elsewhere on this page, but are worth repeating.
1) People filing a report suspect an adverse reaction was caused by a drug. ADR reports do not imply a causal link between a reaction and a suspected drug. 
2) Some drugs are much more widely used than others. 
3) Certain drugs are used only when a patient is critically ill. 
4) Due to under-reporting, it is impossible to project true rates of adverse reactions based on the information captured by CADRIS. 


However, the information in this database may be used as a prompt to ask questions that may not have occurred to you otherwise.
5) To better understand the data, educate yourself about the uses of drugs involved in the returned cases.
6) Risk of an adverse drug reaction increases with the number of medications taken by a patient.

Disclaimer: This edited online database is intended solely to give you convenient access to this drug information compiled by Health Canada. It should be read subject to Health Canada’s Caveats and Limitations set out below. It is not a substitute for professional medical advice. If you have a medical concern, consult a qualified health professional.
	By clicking through to search Canada's Adverse Drug Reaction Database, you agree that you have read and understood the material presented on this page.
(Note: To search this online database, your browser needs to have Javascript and Cookies enabled.)


What's an adverse drug reaction?
An adverse drug reaction (ADR) is any unintended response to a drug, which includes prescription, non-prescription, biological, and herbal drug products. Drug abuse, drug interactions, and overdoses are also monitored by Health Canada.

When should ADRs be reported?
According to Health Canada, adverse drug reactions should be reported when:

1) The reaction to a drug is unexpected, no matter how severe. This means there is no indication on the labelling or drug information that such a reaction might occur.

2) The reaction is serious. Health Canada defines a serious reaction in the following way:

"A noxious and unintended response to a drug, which occurs at any dose and requires in-patient hospitalization or prolongation of existing hospitalization, causes congenital malformation, results in persistent or significant disability or incapacity, is life-threatening or results in death. Important medical events that may not be immediately life-threatening or result in death or hospitalization, but may jeopardize the patient or may require intervention to prevent one of the outcomes listed above, may also be considered serious."

3) The reaction, regardless of its severity or type, is caused by a drug that has come on the market within the last five years.

Who can report an adverse drug reaction?
Reports can be filed by patients, consumers, doctors, pharmacists, and other health professionals. It is mandatory for pharmaceutical companies to report. 

Voluntary system
Canada's ADR monitoring program is a voluntary system. It depends on the cooperation of health-care professionals, patients, and consumers to accurately report adverse drug reactions that meet the criteria, set out below. However, pharmaceutical companies are legally bound to report any unexpected adverse reactions to Health Canada.

Under-reporting
It is widely acknowledged that there is serious under-reporting of adverse drug reactions (ADRs) in Canada. At the inquiry into the death of 15-year-old Vanessa Young, Health Canada’s Brian Gillespie testified that only about one-in-10 adverse events are reported to the government. Other experts think it's even lower. As a result, it is impossible to project true incidence rates of adverse reactions based on the information captured by CADRIS.

Is all the CADRIS data in this database?

No, this online database does not contain all the data compiled by CADRIS. There are two reasons for this.

1) Before releasing the database to CBC, Health Canada removed certain fields in order to comply with privacy laws. Health Canada removed 11 fields, such as Date of Birth, Date of Death, and Notifier City.

2) In order to prepare this data for the general public, and for ease of access, CBC has streamlined the CADRIS database received from Health Canada. 

Fields provided to CBC by Health Canada and not in this edited online version of the database include: Treatment (of ADR), Outcome of Reaction, Start Date, Stop Date, Lot Number, and Manufacturer ID.

If you want to see the full structure of the CADRIS database, contact us by e-mail at adr@cbc.ca
The Health Canada's Caveats And Limitations: Please note that there may be reports that have been received but not yet processed and entered into the database. New or additional information may be available at a later date.
The Canadian Adverse Drug Reaction Monitoring Programme (CADRMP) maintains a database of suspected adverse reactions to marketed therapeutic products reported to the program directly by health care professionals, consumers or through the pharmaceutical manufacturer. The CADRMP database only contains reports of reactions that have occurred in Canada with Canadian marketed products. Any information related to the reporter and patient identifiers is kept confidential as per 19(1) of the Access to Information Act.

The caveat below applies to all information provided by the Marketed Health Products Safety Effectiveness and Information Division. This caveat appears at the bottom of each page of the search request [in the Canadian Adverse Drug Reaction Information System] to assist with interpretation of the data.

CAVEAT: The vast majority of reports on which this summary is based are submitted by health practitioners and to a lesser extent laypersons. Each report represents the suspicion, opinion or observation of the individual reporter. Cause and effect relationships have not been established in the vast majority of reports submitted. The information contained in these reports to the Health Products & Food Branch is raw information and has not been scientifically or otherwise verified as to cause and effect relationship by Health Products & Food Branch scientists. Only a small proportion of suspected adverse reactions are reported to the program, consequently this information must not be used to estimate the incidence of adverse reactions. Reports submitted by Market Authorization Holders are included in this summary. 
following caveats and limitations accompanied the database released by Health Canada.

A serious adverse drug reaction is defined as: A noxious and unintended response to a drug, which occurs at any dose and requires in-patient hospitalization or prolongation of existing hospitalization, causes congenital malformation, results in persistent or significant disability or incapacity, is life-threatening or results in death. Important medical events that may not be immediately life-threatening or result in death or hospitalization, but may jeopardize the patient or may require intervention to prevent one of the outcomes listed above, may also be considered serious.
